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DATE: October 15, 2019 06
TO: Board of Supervisors

SUBJECT
..Title

EXEMPTION FROM SPARE WHEEL REQUIREMENTS FOR SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
AMBULANCES (DISTRICTS: ALL)

..Body

OVERVIEW
California Code of Regulations, Title 13, Section 1103 requires that ambulances carry spare 
wheels with inflated tires of appropriate load rating and tools for wheel changes. Title 13, 
Section 1108 grants the Department of the California Highway Patrol (CHP) discretionary 
authority to exempt ambulances from the requirements upon a showing of good cause.  
Additionally, California Vehicle Code Section 2512 mandates exemption for noncommercial 
ambulances upon request from the Board of Supervisors for reasons of public health and safety.  
Exemption from the spare wheel requirements enables ambulances to carry additional medical 
equipment and supplies.

The Board previously approved such exemptions, the latest of which will expire December 31, 
2019. Today’s action requests continued exemption from the spare wheel requirements for 
ambulance services operating in San Diego County for the period of January 1, 2020 through 
December 31, 2021.

Today’s proposed action supports the County’s Live Well San Diego vision by ensuring 
ambulance providers’ the ability to maximize space available for medical equipment and 
supplies needed for patient care.

RECOMMENDATION(S)
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

1. Approve, for good cause deemed necessary by the Emergency Medical Care Committee 
and in the interest of public health and safety, the request for exemption from the 
ambulance spare wheel and tools requirements for the period of January 1, 2020 through 
December 31, 2021 for the following San Diego County cities, special districts, fire and 
ambulance agencies, in accordance with California Vehicle Code, Section 2512, and 
California Code of Regulations, Title 13, Sections 1108(a) and (b).
a. Cities of: Carlsbad, Coronado, El Cajon, Escondido, Oceanside, Poway, San 

Marcos, Santee, and Vista.
b. Fire Protection Districts of: Lakeside, North County and Valley Center.
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c. Ambulance Agencies: American Medical Response, Balboa Ambulance Service, 
Inc., Rural/Metro Corporation and Mercy Medical Transportation, Inc.

2. Authorize the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors to forward the Board’s approval to: 
Department of California Highway Patrol, Enforcement Services Division, P.O. Box 
942898, Sacramento, CA 94298-0001, Attention:  Commercial Vehicles Section.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact associated with the recommendations.

BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT
N/A

..Details

ADVISORY BOARD STATEMENT
The Emergency Medical Care Committee voted to support this item at the September 26, 2019
meeting.

BACKGROUND
California Code of Regulations, Title 13, Sections 1103(e) and (f), requires that ambulances 
carry spare wheels with inflated tires of appropriate load rating and tools for wheel changes. Title 
13, Section 1108(a) grants the Department of California Highway Patrol (CHP) discretionary 
authority to exempt ambulances from the requirements upon a showing of good cause. Title 13, 
Section 1108(b) authorizes the CHP to grant exemptions mandated by California Vehicle Code 
Section 2512 upon request from the Board of Supervisors, in the interest of public health and 
safety. Exemptions granted under these sections shall be valid for a period of not more than two 
years.

Exemption from the spare wheel requirements allows ambulances to carry additional medical 
supplies and equipment necessary for patient care. Should an ambulance experience a flat tire, 
the closest available back-up ambulance is dispatched, minimizing delay in the transport of a 
patient. 

The Board most recently approved the request for exemptions from the spare wheel requirements 
on November 14, 2017 (13). The conditions creating the need for exemptions have been 
reviewed, and continued exemptions are necessary for public health and safety.   The current 
exemptions expire on December 31, 2019.  Today’s action if approved would continue the 
exemption from the spare wheel requirements for ambulance services operating in San Diego 
County for the period of January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2021, enabling 16 ambulance 
service agencies responding to more than 235,000 emergency medical calls per year to carry 
additional supplies to support patient care.



SUBJECT: EXEMPTION FROM SPARE WHEEL REQUIREMENTS FOR SAN DIEGO 
COUNTY AMBULANCES (DISTRICTS: ALL)

Legistar v1.0 3

LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO STRATEGIC PLAN
Today’s proposed action supports the Building Better Health initiative in the County of San 
Diego’s 2019-2024 Strategic Plan by ensuring ambulance providers optimize space available in 
ambulance units to store patient care equipment and supplies in order to maximize emergency 
medical service delivery.

Respectfully submitted,

HELEN N. ROBBINS-MEYER
Chief Administrative Officer

ATTACHMENT(S)
N/A
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AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION SHEET

REQUIRES FOUR VOTES: ☐ Yes ⊠ No

WRITTEN DISCLOSURE PER COUNTY CHARTER SECTION 1000.1 REQUIRED
☐ Yes ⊠ No

PREVIOUS RELEVANT BOARD ACTIONS:
November 14, 2017 (13), Approved spare wheel exemption for San Diego County ambulances; 
November 17, 2015 (11), Approved spare wheel exemption for San Diego County ambulances; 
November 5, 2013 (5), Approved spare wheel exemption for San Diego County ambulances; 
December 6, 2011 (11), Approved spare wheel exemption for San Diego County ambulances; 
October 13, 2009 (9), Approved spare wheel exemption for San Diego County ambulances; 
February 26, 2008 (8), Approved spare wheel exemption for County Service Area 69 
ambulances; the City of Santee and Lakeside; December 11, 2007 (7), Approved spare wheel 
exemption for San Diego County ambulances; December 13, 2005 (8), Approved spare wheel 
exemption for San Diego County ambulances; March 16, 2004 (14), Approved spare wheel 
exemption for the City of Poway ambulances; December 2, 2003 (21), Approved spare wheel 
exemption for San Diego County ambulances through December 31, 2005; July 8, 2003 (9), 
Approved exemption of Elfin Forest/Harmony Grove Volunteer Fire Department from the spare 
wheel requirements through December 31, 2003; June 11, 2002 (21), Approved exemption of 
Balboa Ambulance Service and North County Fire Protection District from the spare wheel 
requirements for the period June 11, 2002 through December 31, 2003; January 15, 2002 (6), 
Approved exemption of several fire and ambulance agencies from the spare wheel requirements 
for the two-year period January 1, 2002 through December 31, 2003.

BOARD POLICIES APPLICABLE:
K-12 Emergency Medical System Management

BOARD POLICY STATEMENTS:
N/A

MANDATORY COMPLIANCE:
Title 13 of the California Code of Regulations requires that ambulances carry spare wheels of 
appropriate load rating and tools for wheel changes.  Title 13 and Section 2512 of the California 
Vehicle Code authorize exemptions to the spare wheel requirements for good cause as necessary 
for public health and safety.  Exemption from the spare wheel requirements enables ambulances 
to carry additional medical supplies and equipment.

ORACLE AWARD NUMBER(S) AND CONTRACT AND/OR REQUISITION 
NUMBER(S):
N/A

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Health and Human Services Agency

OTHER CONCURRENCE(S):  N/A
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CONTACT PERSON(S):

Nick Yphantides, M.D. Andrew Parr
Name Name
619-285-6533 619-285-6524
Phone Phone
nick.yphantides@sdcounty.ca.gov andrew.parr@sdcounty.ca.gov
E-mail E-mail
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